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Kumiko, joiner, which must be necessary for Japanese housing.

Modern design with light and dark



Japanese joiner is a unique interior for Japanese housing with functions
to take just moderate amount of light and breeze in the house and
sophisticated designs to color the atmosphere of the house.

Japanese joiner is a urﬁ: interior for Japanese housing with functions
to take just moderate amount of light, to breeze in the house and to give
sophisticated designs for affecting the atmosphere of the house.
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Kumiko, joiner, which must be necessary for Japanese housing.
Modern design with light and dark
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Japanese joiner is a unique interior for Japanese housing with functions
to take just moderate amount of light and breeze in the house and
sophisticated designs to color the atmosphere of the house.

Sashikan Tategu offers 13 kinds of basic and universal designs of
traditional kumiko for housing joiner. Various designs and usage are
available according to the plan or image of architects and designers.

Traditional Japanese muntins, or kumiko, are crafted by joining pieces of
wood together without the use of nails.

[t is one of Japan’s traditional crafting techniques, developed alongside
Shoin—zukuri, a traditional Japanese architectural style, in the Muromachi
era (1336-1557) the technique was used in making the wooden fittings of
windows, shoji (paper sliding doors), ranma (transom), and so on.
Cutting up a cleft into 1.5mm wooden pieces, cuts and tenons are added
to create wooden joint designs.

Muntins created by the above method is what we call Kumiko.For some
designs, over 100 000 pieces of wood can be used, ever single one of
them having been carved by hand by master craftsmen.



There are over 100 design patterns, and beautiful and original muntins
are made by combining these patterns.

Modern design using light and shadow contrasts

By fitting small pieces of wood together, the Kumiko muntin technique
harbours designs that are delicate and yet full in variety.The design is
beautiful and multifaceted resembling a kaleidoscope. (J7 #E45%)

Muntin used for shoji or ranma interact with the light, casting fantastic
shadows on the floor.



Japanese Homes and their Surroundings
by Edward S. Morse (1889)
Biyo—bu A folding screen

Cha—no-yu A tea—party.

Chigai—-dana A shelf, one half of which is on a different plane
from the other.

Do—ma  Earth—space. A small unfloored court at the entrance
the house.
Fukuro—dana. Cupboard; literally, “pouch—shelf.”

Fumi—ishi Stepping—stone.
Fusuma A sliding screen between rooms.

Genkan The porch at the entrance of a house.

Hashira A post.

Hikite A recessed catch in a screen for sliding it back and
forth.
Hi—no—ki A species of pine.

Hisashi A small roof projecting over a door or window.

Iri-kawa. The space between the verandah and room.
[shi-dMrM. A stone lantern.

Ji-bukuro. Cupboard.
Kake—mono Hanging picture

Kami—no—ma Higher room.

Kamoi Lintel.

Kara—kami Sliding screen between rooms

Kazari—kugi Ornamental headed nails.

Kaze—obi The bands which hang down in front of the kakemono;
literally, “wind—band.”
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Kuguri—do A small, low door in a gate.
Kura A fire—proof store—house.

Nikai—bari Horizontal beam to support second—story floor.
Noren Curtain. Hanging screen.
Nuri—yen A verandah unprotected by amado.

Ochi—yen A low platform.
Oshi—ire Closet; literally, “push, put in.”

Ramma Open ornamental work over the screens which form
the partitions in the house.

Ro Hearth, or fire—place, in the floor.

Ro—ka Corridor. Covered way.

Sake Fermented liquor brewed from rice.
Samisen A guitar with three strings.
Samisen—tsugi A peculiar splice for joining timber.

Sashi-mono—ya Cabinet—maker.

Setsu—in Privy; literally, “snow—hide.”

Shaku A wooden tablet formerly carried by nobles when in
presence of the Emperor.

Shita—nuri The first layer of plaster.

ShM-iji The outside door—sash covered with thin paper.
Sode—gaki A small ornamental fence adjoining a house.
Sudare A shade made of split bamboo or reeds.

Sugi Cedar.

Sunoko A platform made of bamboo.

Tamari—-no—ma Anteroom.

Tansu Bureau.

Taruki A rafter of the roof.

Tatami A floor—mat.

Ten—jM Ceiling.

Te—shoku Hand-lamp.

To—bukuro A closet in which outside doors are stowed away.
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Tokkuri A bottle.

Toko The floor of the tokonoma.

Toko—bashira The post dividing the two bays or recesses in the
guestroom.

Tokonoma A bay, or recess, where a picture is hung.

Tori—i A portal, or structure of stone or wood, erected in

front of a Shin—tM temple.

Tsubo An area of six feet square.

Tsugi—-no—ma Second room.

Tsui—tate A screen of one leaf set in a frame.
Tsume-sho. A servant’s waiting—room.
Usukasumidana

A name for shelf; literally, “thin mist—shelf,”
Uwa—nuri The last layer of plaster.

Yen—gawa Verandah.
Yuka—shita The beams supporting the first floor.
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